THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADAR1YAH

activity of man in which he has no choice." They add that
al-Jahiz agreed with Thamamah that man has no other
activity except the will, and that the rest of his acts are
ascribed to man only in the sense that they occur by nature,
and naturally arise from his will." He says that he also
claimed that it is not possible to become an adult without
knowing Allah. According to him, infidels are stubborn,
though knowing, taken up with a love for their particular
school, thankless for the knowledge he (Muhammad) has
of his creator, and the truth preached by his messengers.
If al-Jahiz agrees with al-Ka'bi that man does nothing
without free-will, he is then, obliged to maintain that man
does not pray, nor fast, nor go on a pilgrimage, nor com-
mit adultery, nor steal, nor calumniate, nor kill. Because,
according to him, it is not he that performs prayer, nor
fasts, nor makes a pilgrimage, nor commits adultery, nor
steals, nor kills, nor calumniates'. For these acts, according
to him, are not done with his will. And if these acts which
we have mentioned are, according to- him, natural and not
acquired, it must necessarily follow that man should in no
sense have reward or punishment for them, because man 161
cannot be rewarded or punished for what he has not ac-
quired himself; just as he is not rewarded or punished for
his color, or the mechanism of his members, since these are
not of his own attaining.

Among the heresies of al-Jahiz is also his view oi the
impossibility of the annihilation, of the bodies after their
creation. This results in the view that Allah is able to
create a thing, but is unable to annihilate it; and that he
cannot remain alone after he has created a creation, in the
same way that he was alone before he created it. But we,
even if we say that Allah does not annihilate paradise and
its pleasures, and hell and its torments, do> not mean it
in the sense that Allah has not the power to annihilate all
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